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Dear Valued Customer,
Happy February! We hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter.  

Have you heard about our Lifeline program? Beginning in 1985, Palmerton Telephone 
Company established a Lifeline program that provides a discount on phone service for 
qualifying low-income consumers. We feel it is important that all Americans should have 
access to a reliable phone service and feel a sense of security knowing that in the event of 
an emergency, they are always connected.  

You may be eligible for Lifeline if you or someone in your household participates in one of 
the following federal assistance programs:
• Medicaid
• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
• Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
• National School Free Lunch Program
• Federal Public Housing Assistance 

If any other these apply to you or if your yearly household income is at or below 135% 
of the Federal Poverty Guidelines, please call our Palmerton Telephone Business Office 
today at 610-826-6650.

Thank you for choosing Palmerton Telephone Company. We are here for you. If you need 
any assistance or have any questions regarding your landline telephone service, please 
give us a call or stop in. 

Best Regards,
Tim Hausman

From the
Manager’s Desk:

We Love
Our Hometown

Caller ID Service is an optional feature 
which allows those with service to see the 
telephone number of an incoming call. The 
number shows on a display unit the customer 
purchases. The telephone number of an 
incoming call will display between the first and 
second rings. 

Caller ID Service only works in certain areas. 
Caller ID is available to customers by monthly 
subscription only, which provides unlimited 
use of this service. The cost is $6.00 per month 
for residential customers or $8.00 per month 
for business customers. 

Caller ID Service also provides the ability to 
reject calls from those who have blocked 
the display of their telephone number 
on outgoing calls. This feature is called 
Anonymous Call Rejection (ACR). Anonymous 
Call Rejection can be activated by dialing *77 
(tone) or 1177 (rotary) and deactivated by 
dialing *87 (tone) or 1187 (rotary). 

Phone Feature
of the Month:

CHOCOLATE TRUFFLE COOKIES

Ingredient Checklist:
    • 4 (1 oz) squares unsweetened chocolate,
       chopped
    • 1 cup semisweet chocolate chips
    • 6 tablespoons butter
    • 3 eggs
    • 1 cup white sugar
    • 1 ½ teaspoons vanilla extract
    • ½ cup all-purpose flour
    • 2 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder
    • ¼ teaspoon baking powder
    • ¼ teaspoon salt
    • 1 cup semisweet chocolate chips

Directions:
1. In the microwave or in a metal bowl over a pan 
of simmering water, melt unsweetened chocolate, 
1 cup of the chocolate chips, and the butter stirring 
occasionally until smooth. Remove from heat and 
set aside to cool. In a large bowl, whip eggs and 
sugar until thick and pale, about 2 minutes. Stir 
in the vanilla and the chocolate mixture until well 
mixed. Combine the flour, cocoa, baking powder 
and salt; gradually stir into the chocolate mixture. 
Fold in remaining 1 cup chocolate chips. Cover 
dough and chill for at least an hour or overnight.

2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 Celcius).  
Roll chilled dough into 1 inch balls. Place on 
ungreased cookie sheets so they are 2 inches apart.

3. Bake for 9 to 11 minutes in the preheated oven. 
Allow cookies to cool on baking sheet for 5 minutes 
before removing to a wire rack to cool completely.

General Manager, Palmerton Telephone Company

Caller ID

Bowmanstown Bridge
Below are images of the Bowmanstown Bridge being demolished in the early 1940’s. 
Who remembers jumping off of that bridge to go for a swim?

Image and information shared on the Love My Hometown Palmerton PA Facebook Group.

Last chance to make changes 
for our 2021 Telephone 
Directory. We’re working on 
the new directory, which will 
be distributed this summer, 
but the deadline for revisions 
in our telephone book listing is 
quickly  approaching.  Please 
contact us by March 1, 2021 to 
make any name changes. This 
includes residential customers 
who would like to make a 
name change, add a spouse’s 
name or revise a listing type 
(published or unpublished).

ATTENTION Community  
Calendar
If you’d like to see what’s 
happening to benefit the 
non-profit groups in our area, 
visit our Community Events 
Calendar at www.ptelco.
com. Just select ‘Menu’, then 
‘Community Calendar’.

(recipe yields 36 servings)



FUN FACTS
• The first valentine was sent in the 15th 
century.
• The oldest record of a valentine being sent, 
according to History.com, was a poem written 
by a French medieval duke named Charles to 
his wife in 1415. Charles penned this sweet 
note to his lover while he was imprisoned in 
the Tower of London at just 21 years old.
• Not until the 1840s did we get the first mass-
produced valentines.
• People started exchanging cards and 
handwritten letters to both lovers and friends 
during the 17th century, but it was in the 
1840s that the first Valentine’s Day cards were 
mass-produced in the U.S., sold by Esther 
A. Howland. Known as the “Mother of the 
American Valentine,” Howland is credited 
with commercializing Valentine’s Day cards 
in America, and she is remembered for her 
elaborate, crafty cards made with lace and 
ribbons.
• Americans send 145 million Valentine’s Day 
cards each year. Which makes it the second 
biggest holiday for exchanging greeting cards, 
after Christmas! Teachers receive the most 
Valentine’s Day cards annually, followed by 
children, mothers, and wives. 
• Candy and flowers might be the most 
common gifts for Valentine’s Day, but 
according to the National Retail Federation, 
the category that we spend the most on for 
February 14 is jewelry, at a whopping $4.7 
billion! The second most-paid-for gift is an 
evening out with $3.7 billion, followed by 
flowers, clothing, and then candy.
• Nearly 6 million couples get engaged on 
Valentine’s Day.

Brain Teaser

A cowboy rides into town on Friday, stays for three days, 
and leaves on Friday. How is this possible?

To enter, e-mail the correct answer to jbrixius@brctv.com
or send a 3” x5” index card to 613 Third Street, Palmerton, PA 18071. 
Please include your name, address, daytime telephone number (to call 
only if you win), and the Brain Teaser answer. 
All entries must be received by 02/20/21.

Good Luck!

Palmerton Telephone is giving away a $25 Gift Card to  
Claude’s Creamery in Palmerton, PA.
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Product of the Month
Personal Emergency Alert 

It’s so important to be prepared before an accident occurs. Precautions such 
as leaving a spare key with a trusted neighbor, immediately cleaning up any 
spills on the floor and keeping all daily living necessities at a convenient and 
accessible place can make a big difference when it comes to staying out of 
harm’s way. Palmerton Telephone Personal Emergency Alert can also help. This 
24-Hour a day emergency response service can help maintain or regain the 
independence many of us take for granted. 
It is available to anyone within the Palmerton Telephone serving area AND to 
nearby communities, including Walnutport, Slatington, Lehighton, Parryville, 
Weissport, Kresgeville, Saylorsburg and Effort.
• It’s peace of mind for as little as $17.95 a month!
• Our trained technicians install the alarm unit.
• A waterproof alarm sender, either in the form of a wristwatch or pendant      
summons help at the press of a button.
• Local Operators are able to talk and hear the caller through a special     
console. After determining what help is needed, they will notify up to four   
predetermined contacts, including 911. These can be family, friends, emergency 
personnel or caregivers.
• The equipment has power failure and restore options and an inactivity alarm.
Don’t wait until after something happens to you or a loved one – call us at (610) 
826-6650 before February 28, 2021 and receive FREE INSTALLATION!  

Congratulations to Mary Schauer, 
of Kunkletown, PA. Mary was the 

winner of a $25 Gift Card to Claude’s 
Creamery in Palmerton, PA.

If you have me, you want to share me. 
But if you share me, you don’t have 

me. What am I? 
Answer: A Secret

Brain Teaser | December 2020 Winner


