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We Love
Our Hometown

From the

Manager’s Desk:

Dear Valued Customer,

Home office productivity is no longer a want, it’s now a need for many of us working from
home. Whether you’re a full-time remote worker or taking a hybrid approach, here are
some keys to making the most productive use of your home office time.
Tip 1: Designate (and Protect) Your Workspace
Your office should be your domain. Your kingdom. But you may be planted on the living
room couch. That’s okay. You still need to designate this as a home base for your office…
and own it. This will not just improve your physical effectiveness – having a carved-out,
productive work environment – but it will also provide an emotional trigger that when
you’re there, you’re open for business.
Tip 2: Clock In and Clock Out
The conditioning of your mental state is so important for getting more work done. Don’t
take this lightly. Before you go to work, be sure to set office hours that give you permission
when to start working and when to stop. When the clock hits your go-time, this is when
you snap into professional mode. It’s also key that you set a stop time. When you get in the
habit of not clocking out you will burn out. It’s a real productivity killer.
Tip 3: Shut the Door
Setting boundaries is quite important for getting important tasks accomplished. Closing
yourself off is a valuable activity. If there’s no physical door, you’ll have to use a “shut
the door mindset.” This means closing out the world around you. Noise cancelling
headphones and streaming ambient music are incredibly helpful for this. Be sure to
communicate the rules of office time to your household. Place a sticky-note on the fridge. If
your “door” is closed, you’re in work mode.

Phone Feature
of the Month:

Tip 6: One To Do List
Have one place where you write down all
your priority and secondary tasks and stick
to it religiously. There is nothing worse than
searching for an important note scribbled on
the back of an envelope or random sticky note
that lost its stick. Keep one task list. Update it
daily, if not hourly. Your productivity depends
on you devoting time to the right priorities.
Thank you for choosing Palmerton Telephone
Company. We are here for you. If you need
any assistance or have any questions regarding
your Telephone or High Speed DSL service, please give us a call or stop in. If you think
your internet could use a boost to improve your experiences learning from home, please
get in touch.
Best Regards,

Tim Hausman

General Manager, Palmerton Telephone Company

SKILLET DIP

(recipe yields 12 servings)

Ingredients:

Selective Call Forwarding

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Selective Call Forwarding allows
you to forward incoming calls from
up to 10 telephone numbers within
the 610 calling area to another
telephone number. Calls made
using this service are subject to the
regular local or toll charges. To use
this service dial *63 (Tone) or 1163
(Rotary). To discontinue this service
dial *83 (Tone) or 1183 (Rotary).
The cost of Selective Call Forwarding
is $3.50 per month.

2 cups chicken, cooked and shredded
8 oz cream cheese, softened
1/2 cup monterey jack cheese
2/3 cup cheddar cheese
1/2 cup buffalo sauce
1/2 cup ranch dressing
2 tubes refrigerated pizza dough
4 oz cheddar cheese, block of cheese, cubed
2 tablespoons butter, melted

Directions:

Make the roasted garlic butter:

1. Preheat oven to 400°F (200°C).
2. In a bowl, combine chicken, cream cheese,
monterey jack, cheddar, buffalo sauce, and ranch.
3. On a lightly floured surface, roll out 1 tube of pizza
dough. Cut out triangles for eyes, and a mouth.
4. Bake for 12 minutes, or until the pieces are golden
brown, slightly risen and cooked through.
5. Cut the remaining dough into squares, place a
cube of cheese on each one, and roll into balls.
Repeat with the other tube of pizza dough. Place in
a ring around the edges of a greased oven-safe
skillet or dish.

Tip 4: Valuables at Arm’s Reach
Creating an organized, decluttered workspace should be a daily priority and a number one
item on your weekly task list. It takes ongoing effort. As a rule, keep only the items you use
consistently within arm’s reach, and everything else in organized drawers nearby.
Tip 5: Use Time Boxes
Simple time tip here: schedule appointments to crank out your priority tasks. It’s an
activity often called time boxing or the Pomodoro technique, but the gist of it is you mark
45 minutes on your schedule and work on a single task – uninterrupted -- for those 45
minutes. Set a timer on your smartphone or watch and put your head down and work until
the alarm goes off. Be sure to block out all distractions during this time.

HALLOWEEN BUFFALO CHICKEN

Photo taken around 1909 of the house on the corner of 2nd and Lafayette, across
from the hospital.

6. Fill the middle of the dish with the dip filling.
Pictures and information borrowed from member contributed photos on the Love My Hometown
Palmerton PA Facebook Group.

Community
Calendar

If you’d like to see what’s
happening to benefit the
non-profit groups in our
area, visit our Community
Events Calendar
at www.ptelco.com.
Just select ‘Menu’, then
‘Community Calendar’.

7. Bake for 35 minutes.
8. Coat all of the dough with melted butter. Place the
dough face pieces on the dip.

Product of the Month
Personal Emergency Alert

When it comes to the safety of anyone who is at risk of losing their
independence, spending long periods of time alone, or recovering from
surgery, it’s important to act before an accident happens. Palmerton Telephone
Personal Emergency Alert can help. This 24-Hour a day emergency response
service can give you the peace of mind for as little as $17.95 a month!
• Our trained technicians install the alarm unit.
• A waterproof alarm sender, either in the form of a wristwatch or pendant
summons help at the press of a button.
• Local Operators are able to talk and hear the caller through a special
console. After determining what help is needed, they will notify up to
four predetermined contacts, including 911. These can be family, friends,
emergency personnel or caregivers.
• The equipment has power failure and restore options and an inactivity alarm.
Can the operator hear me all of the time?
No. The Personal Emergency Alert system connects to the phone line for voice
and sound only when it is activated by you. You must be within voice range of
the console, as it acts like a speakerphone.
What if I accidentally push the button to activate service?
You will have the ability to reset the alert while it is dialing. If the call does
connect to our operator, just explain that you do not have an emergency.
Can I wear the pendant in the shower?
Yes. The pendant is waterproof, and for
your protection, should be worn in the
shower or bathtub.
Will Personal Emergency Alert work if
the power goes out?
Yes. The internal standby batteries will
allow you to use the alarm unit even if there
is a temporary power outage.
Call us at (610) 826-6650 before October
31, 2021 and receive FREE INSTALLATION!

Brain Teaser

Palmerton Telephone is giving away a $25 Gift Card to
Claude’s Creamery in Palmerton, PA.

To enter, e-mail the correct answer to jbrixius@brctv.com
or send a 3” x5” index card titled “September Brain Teaser” to 613 Third
Street, Palmerton, PA 18071. Please include your name, address, daytime telephone number (to call only if you win), and the Brain Teaser
answer. All entries must be received by 10/20/21.
Good Luck!

What do the following words have in common: polish, job, herb?

FUN FACTS
• Halloween originated from an ancient
Celtic festival.
• According to the History Channel, the
origins of Halloween date back 2,000 years to
the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, which
was celebrated on October 31. They believed
that the dead returned to earth that night, so
they would wear costumes to keep the ghosts
away.
• According to the History Channel, the name
jack-o’-lantern came from an Irish folktale
about a man named Stingy Jack. He fooled
the devil and as punishment was forced to
walk the Earth with only a burning coal in a
hollowed turnip to light his way. They began
to call him “Jack of the Lantern,” and later just
“Jack o’Lantern.”
• The City of Keene, New Hampshire holds
the Guinness World Record for the most lit
jack-o’-lanterns on display.
• Trick-or-treating has existed since medieval
times.Trick-or-treating was inspired by the
medieval English tradition where children
would go door-to-door on All Souls Day. They
would offer prayers for deceased loved ones
in exchange for food.
• Candy wasn’t given out to trick-or-treaters
until the 1950s. It wasn’t until the 1950s, when
candy makers began to promote their candy
for Halloween. Now, one quarter of all the
candy sold in the U.S. each year is used for
Halloween.
• Candy corn was originally called
“Chicken Feed.”
• Harry Houdini died on Halloween in 1926.
• The mask worn by Michael Myers in
Halloween was actually a William Shatner
mask.The mask was bought for $2 at a
Hollywood Boulevard magic shop and spray
painted white.

Brain Teaser | August 2021 Winner
Congratulations to Megan Mummey, of
Lehighton, PA. Megan was the winner
of a $25 Gift Card to Claude’s Creamery
in Palmerton, PA.
Question: A coin is in an empty bottle but a cork
is in the neck. How can you remove the coin without
removing the cork or breaking the bottle?
Answer: Push the cork down into the bottle and shake
the coin out.
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